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Heinz K. BECKER MEP, 
EPP Group Vice-Coordinator on Employment and Social Affairs Committee 
in the EP

Born in 1950. Lower Austria. Professional activity - Advertising / Marketing (1974-
2011): Gramm & Grey, Vienna; Österreichische Philips Industrie, Vienna; GKK 
International, Vienna; Grey Group, Vienna (Agency Head); MediaCom media 
agency (founder and Chief Executive); BZW Advertising, Vienna (Agency Head); Self-
employed: Becker advertising agency, Vienna & Perchtoldsdorf. Political posts (since 
2001): Secretary-General of the Austrian Senior Citizens’ Association; Member of 
the Executive Committee of the European Senior Citizens’ Union; Member of the 

executive committee of the Main Association of Austrian Social Insurance Institutions and of the Political 
Academy. European Parliament (since 2011): Co-chair of the parliamentary Intergroup on Ageing and 
Intergenerational Solidarity; Member of the European Alzheimer’s Alliance. MEP since 2011.

Elmar BROK MEP, 
Member of the Committee Foreign Affairs (DE) 

Born in 1946. Bielefeld (North Rhine-Westphalia). Studied at the Centre of European 
Governmental Studies (Edinburgh University). Journalist. Member of regional executive, 
North Rhine-Westphalia CDU. Chairman of the CDU federal committee on foreign 
policy. Former federal Vice-Chairman of Junge Union, Germany. District Chairman. Vice-
Chairman of the International Democratic Union (IDU). Vice-Chairman of EUCDW. Former 
coordinator, Social Affairs Committee and special committees on «German unification» 
and «Drugs». Member of the European Convention in the European Parliament. 
Observer both the at Amsterdam and Nice IGC’s. Chairman of EPP Convention Group. 

Official European Parliament observer, Intergovernmental conference on the EU Constitution (2003/2004). 
President of the Committee on Foreign Affairs in the EP (1999-2007). Member of the Political Bureau of the 
EPP Group and of the Presidency of the EPP Party. EPP-spokesman on foreign affairs; MEP since 1980.  EU USA 
Rapporteur.

Daniel CASPARY MEP, 
EPP Group Coordinator on International Trade in the European Parliament (DE) 

Since July 2017: Chairman of the German CDU/CSU-Delegation in the European Parliament
2014 - 2017: Parliamentary Secretary (Chief-Whip) of the CDU/CSU Delegation in the 
European Parliament
Since 2009: Coordinator of the EPP Group in the Committee on International Trade 
of the European Parliament and Member of the Group Bureau
Since 2004: Member of the European Parliament
2002 - 2004: Authorised Representative, MVV Energy AG, Mannheim
1997 - 2002: Studies of Technical Economics at the University of Karlsruhe

1995 - 1997: German Federal Armed Forces, First Lieutenant of the Reserve
1995: Abitur at the Thomas-Mann-Gymnasium Stutensee
Since 2011: Member of the Presidency of the CDU Baden-Württemberg
Since 2010: District Chairman CDU Karlsruhe-Land
Since 2007: Member of the Committee on the Affairs of the European Union,
German Bundestag
1999 - 2009: City Councillor of Stutensee
1999 - 2002: Vice-Chairman of the Junge Union Baden-Württemberg
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Danuta Maria HUEBNER MEP, 
Chair of the Constitutional Affairs Committee in the European Parliament, 
Member of the Delegation for relations with United States in the European 
Parliament, former EU Commissioner

Born in 1948. Warsaw I. Master of Arts 1971, Ph.D 1974, Post doctorate 1981, Professor 
of economics 1992, Warsaw School of Economics. 2004-2009, EU Commissioner for 
Regional Policy. 2003-2004, Minister for European Affairs. 2001-2003, Secretary of 
State in charge of European integration, Foreign Ministry. 2000-2001, UN Under-
Secretary General and Executive Secretary, UN Economic Commission for Europe. 
1998-2001, Economic advisor to the President of Poland. 1998-2000, Deputy 

Executive Secretary, UN Economic Commission for Europe. 1997-1998, Minister, Head of the Chancellery 
of the Polish President. 1996-1997, Chief Negotiator for Poland’s accession to the 
OECD. MEP since 2009. 

Arnaud DANJEAN, MEP 
Vice-Chair of the EP Delegation for relations with the NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly Member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs

Born in 1971. Grand Est, France. Graduate of the Paris Institute of Political Studies 
(Sciences Po) (1992). Postgraduate diploma in international relations from Sciences 
Po Paris (1993). Civil servant (civilian) in the French Defence Ministry. Adviser to 
the French Embassy in Sarajevo (1995-1998). Head of the DGSE’s Balkan affairs 
department (1998-2000). Adviser to the Director General of the DGSE. First Secretary 
of the Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations in Geneva (2002-2004). 
Adviser to the High Representative for FSCP (Kosovo) (2004-2005). Adviser to the 

Minister for Foreign Affairs  (2005-2007). Lecturer at Sciences Po Paris (2006-2009). UMP candidate in the 
French general elections in 2007 (Saône-et-Loire). Regional Councillor in the Regional Council of Burgundy 
since 2010. UMP National Secretary in charge of European Defence Policy since 2011. Knight of the National 
Order of Merit (2000). MEP since 2009.

Tunne KELAM MEP, 
Member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Tunne Kelam has been a MEP for the European People’s Party (EPP) group since 
2004. He belongs to the bureau of the EPP group and is EPP Group vice-coordinator 
of Security and Defence subcommittee.
He is a member of the European Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee and of the 
Subcommittee on Security and Defence. He also belongs to the European Parliament 
EU-US delegation.  
He is a former vice-chair of the Estonian Parliament (1992-2004). From 1997 to 2003 
he was chair of the European affairs committee. 

Member of the executive, Estonian National Independence Party (1989-1993); chair, Estonian National 
Independence Party (1993-1995); chair, Isamaaliit Party (2002-2005); member of the executive, Isamaa 
ja Res Publica Party (2006). He was founder and member of the executive of the Estonian National 
Independence Party (1989-1993), the first registered non-communist political party in the USSR.
In 1992 he was elected as chairman of the Congress of Estonia, the alternative parliament to the Supreme Soviet.
He holds a degree in history from Tartu University, Estonia. 
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Antonio LÓPEZ-ISTÚRIZ WHITE, MEP 
Secretary General of the EPP party and Secretary Treasurer of the Wilfried 
Martens Centre for European Studies 

Antonio López-Istúriz White is Secretary-General of the European People’s Party (EPP), 
largest European political party of the centre-right and Member of the European 
Parliament of the Spanish centre-right People’s Party (Partido Popular), he is also 
Secretary Treasurer of the Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies and the 
Secretary-General of the Centrist Democrat International.
He has been in Brussels since 1997 when he worked as an assistant to the People’s 
Party delegation at the European Parliament until 1999, when he was called by then 

President of the Spanish Government José María Aznar to become his personal assistant for almost four 
years. In 2002 he returned to Brussels upon his election as Secretary-General of the European People’s 
Party, two years later he was elected on the lists of his party as a MEP, keeping both offices up to this date.
In the European Parliament he sits in the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 
and is a Substitute on the Committee on Foreign Affairs and Subcommittee on Security and Defence. He is 
also Member of the Delegation for relations with the United States, Delegation for relations with Israel and 
Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean. Antonio López-Istúriz White 
is also President of the European Union-United Arab Emirates Parliamentary Friendship Group (UAE).
He is a strong supporter of the EU-US relations, and since his election to the post of the EPP Secretary 
General he dedicated his time and energy in developing close relationship with Washington. He is a very 
outspoken fighter for freedom in Cuba, and has been very active in Cuban dissident movement in Europe 
and the US.
Antonio López-Istúriz White is recipient of the 2013 Parliamentarian Prize - Eurodiputado del Año - MEP of 
the Year - awarded by the Asociación de Periodistas Parlamentarios - Spanish Parliamentarian Journalists 
Association.
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Mairead McGUINNESS MEP, 
Chair of the Working Group on Transatlantic Relations and Vice-President 
of the European Parliament

McGuinness was the first female graduate of University College Dublin’s Bachelor of 
Science degree in Agricultural economics in 1980. In 1984, she completed a diploma 
in accounting and finance and went on to a career in a number of media outlets 
before entering politics in 2004. She worked as a researcher on The Late Late Show, 
as a presenter on RTÉ’s Ear to the Ground and Celebrity Farm, a journalist with the 
Irish Farmers Journal and editor of the Irish Independent’s farming supplement.
In early 2004, McGuiness declared her intention to seek a nomination for the 

European Parliament election for Fine Gael. This followed speculation linking her to a similar move for the 
Progressive Democrats. At the selection convention in February 2004, she was selected to run alongside 
Avril Doyle. This proved controversial, as it was widely expected that Fine Gael could win only one of the 
three seats in the East constituency. However, a stronger than expected performance from Fine Gael in 
the election saw both women being elected.
McGuinness has been appointed to serve on several European Parliament committees, including the 
Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development and the delegation for relations with Australia and 
New Zealand. McGuinness is a substitute member of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety, the Committee on Petitions and the delegation for relations with the People’s Republic 
of China.
She was a Fine Gael candidate for the Louth constituency at the 2007 general election but was not elected. 
She was re-elected on the first count at the 2009 European election, topping the poll with 25.7% of the first 
preference votes. 
In April 2011, McGuiness announced that she wished to run for President of Ireland and would seek 
the Fine Gael party nomination for the 2011 presidential election. In July 2011, she was defeated for the 
nomination by Gay Mitchell.
At the 2014 European election she was re-elected to the European Parliament for the new Midlands–
North-West constituency.
In July 2014 McGuiness was elected Vice President of the European Parliament; she secured an absolute 
majority to go through in the first round of voting by secret ballot. Under the leadership of President 
Martin Schulz, she oversees the parliament’s information policy, press and citizens relations. In addition, 
she serves as chairwoman of the Working Group on Information and Communication Policy and as co-
chair of the Inter-Institutional Group on Communication.
In November 2016, One Voice For Languages welcomed McGuiness as their patron.
Also in November 2016, McGuinness officially announced her candidacy for the office of President of 
the European Parliament. Instead, Italian MEP and former European commissioner Antonio Tajani was 
elected as the EPP group’s president.
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Artis PABRIKS, MEP 
Member of the Committee on International Trade (LV)

Member of the Committee on International Trade (INTA), the Delegation for relations 
with the countries of Central America and the Delegation to the Euro-Latin American 
Parliamentary Assembly
Substitute Member of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
(LIBE) and the Delegation for relations with Japan.
He is Current Rapporteurship as a Shadow Rapporteur for Norwegian and EEA 
Financial Mechanism Agreements for 2014-2021 and a Shadow Rapporteur for a new 
trade framework between the EU and Turkey and the modernisation of the Customs 

Union. He was Rapporteur for the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) and 
Rapporteur for the European Border and Coast Guard proposal.
He has been Minister Of Defence of Latvia, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Latvia (First Foreign Minister after 
joining European Union and NATO);  Member of Parliament of Latvia; Professor at the Riga International 
School of Economics and Business Administration and Member of the International Advisory Board of the 
Centrum Balticum Foundation.

Paulo RANGEL MEP, EIN Chairman, Vice-Chairman of the EPP Group in the 
European Parliament/ Co-chair of TAG

Paulo Rangel is a Member of the European Parliament since 2009 and vice-chairman 
of the EPP Group, responsible for the EPP’s think tank, European Ideas Network. Since 
2015, Mr. Rangel is also vice-chairman of the EPP. Member of the Constitutional Affairs 
Committee and member of the Delegation to the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, 
Mr. Rangel is as well Head of the Portuguese PSD Delegation and Administrator of 
the Robert Schuman Foundation, since 2009. Former Member of the Portuguese 
Parliament, on the 10th legislature, Mr. Rangel was the Chairman of PSD parliamentary 
group in 2008-2009. Prior to this, Paulo Rangel was Deputy Secretary of State in the 

Ministry of Justice under the 16th constitutional government. Law graduate, by the Catholic University of 
Oporto, Mr. Rangel has a attended a master degree in juridical-political sciences, by the University of Coimbra, 
and attended a Doctorate in Public Law, by the Law faculty of Nova University of Lisbon. Lecturer in the Law 
Faculty of the Law Faculty of the Portuguese Catholic University and lecturer of the MBA in the Porto Business 
School. Mr Rangel is a member of the board of directors of the Porto Trade Association, chairman of the 
General Assembly of RAR Group and regular commentator in various branches of media. Mr. Rangel has 
made many speeches and lectures, scholarly articles and books on legal, political and constitutional issues, 
including Repensar o Poder Judical, Publicações Universidade Católica, 2001, O Estado do Estado, D. Quixote, 
2009. Research work: with the DAAD in Frankfurt, with the European Institute in Florence, the University of 
Osnabrück, the University of Upsala, the University of Lausanne, the University of Bologna, the University of 
Genoa and the University of Freiburg. Awarded the Grosse Verdienstkreuz mit Stern by the Federal Republic of 
German (2009); the Council of Europe’s René Cassin Prize (1989); the D. António Ferreira Gomes Prize (1986).
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György SCHÖPFLIN, MEP 
EPP Group Coordinator in the Constitutional Affairs Committee of the EP

EPP Group coordinator on Constitutional Affairs (AFCO) in the EP Born in 1939. Vas. 
Until 2004, György Schöpflin was a Jean Monnet Professor of Politics and Director of the 
Centre for the Study of Nationalism at the School of Slavonic and East European Studies, 
University College London. His principal area of research was the relationship between 
ethnicity, nationhood and political power, with particular reference to post-communism. 
He is the author of Politics in Eastern Europe 1945- 1992 (Blackwell, 1993) and Nations, 
Identity, Power (Hurst, 2000). He is co-editor and contributor to Myths and Nationhood 
(Hurst, 1997, with Geoffrey Hosking) and State

Building in the Balkans: Dilemmas on the Eve of the 21st Century (Longo, 1998, with Stefano Bianchini). His 
latest book, The Dilemmas of Identity, is forthcoming and has already appeared in Hungarian as Az identitások 
dilemmája (Attraktor, 2004). Award for International Relations of the Republic of Hungary (2011). MEP since 
2004.
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Network Director:
Guillermo Martinez Casañ
Tel : 00 32 2 283 1456
Fax: 00 32 2 283 1257
Email: guillermo.martinezcasan@europarl.europa.eu

EIN Events Coordinator and Finance:
Maria Rosa Llovet
Tel: 00 32 2 283 28 83
Email: mariarosa.llovet@europarl.europa.eu 

Publications coordinator:
Pascaline Raffegeau
Tel: 00 32 2 284 32 94
Email: pascale.raffegeau@europarl.europa.eu

Publications layout:
Véronique De Jonghe
Tel: 00 32 2 284 22 99
Email: veronique.dejonghe@europarl.europa.eu

EIN Policy Coordinator:
Mafalda Castro de Sousa
Tel: 00 32 2 283 06 59
Email: mafalda.castrodesousa@europarl.europa.eu
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